KHMER BASIC COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS

Admonishing someone / saying “Don’t do this!”
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male or female / male / female Cambodian names

exclamation to attract attention: Hey!

in front of a name (or equivalent): used in addressing friends, young
people, people regarded as inferior

Why ... ?

What did it (= the dog) do wrong [to you]?

It (= the dog) was just walking there [without bothering anybody]
to do [verb] for fun

phrase-initial: And how about ... ?

Don’t you have anything else/better to do?

emphatic particle

surely, certainly
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Cultural notes

spoken form of fg = day

to understand, to realize, to become aware [of how it feels to suffer]
Can’'tyou...?

Otherwise, ...

spoken for "tj,[iﬁ"aﬁﬁ

So [please] do what you’ve said!

excuse

lie

That’s all!

phrase-final: mild imperative indicating permission
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Additional dialogue
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attitude
to spill
to scold

to blame, accuse, criticize
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