KHMER BASIC COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS

Excusing oneself
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female / female / male Cambodian names

spoken form of fUT = particle used to soften a statement or request
spoken form of Bj = particle used to form a yes/no question
exclamation expressing (mostly negative) surprise

spoken form of fg = day

= fLﬁﬁ Lﬁvﬁg ? =Isn’tit...?, Aren’t we ...? etc.

spoken form of the question or negation particle 1§

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ Had | known [that] ...

113 to call someone (by phone)

vhen to waste time to come, to come in vain/for nothing
my particle in final position used to affirm the preceding
iﬂﬁ .. 0B to be a bit ... (+ adjective)

quaﬁﬂm%ﬁﬂlﬁm whenever | invite you, you’re busy
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igjﬁ to find time
M85 no problem
Buim ey I’m just joking

Cultural notes
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D"Uﬁ Japan

MU to be busy

1330098) excuse, pretext

MmNy to interrogate, to keep asking
WRtu g to make an excuse

G EInN 83 surely

Additional dialogue
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[PMs: GoiinAanNIGIUNITI twisT ?

AgM: HANSINWEILY Y §judm SHaRIU2S 9
wms: e wuARth | )
BUALES boss, line manager
iﬁﬂffﬂﬁﬁ? spoken form of SI0TH ... =l was caughtupin ...
JVHERN BInn traffic jam
HE ijfLﬁLjdﬂj%S to be not so well
GG to finish
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