KHMER BASIC COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS

Greetings and leave takings 1
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ﬁ:g / GItN male / female Cambodian name
@Jﬁ:ﬁ hello, used with friends; use III’LH‘IU&EJ with older people
2RI 2 How are you? ll\/lc;re or less equivalent: {j 20U MIHER ? )
' I EUUNIWHEUIN ? U2 AIUNIIH ? B EUUNWMEH?
a5 well... / yeah / no problem
oy spoken form of T,Siﬁ, used at the end of a sentence when giving a
positive answer to a yes/no question2
tH Hey!
A SEZIJU@ it We haven’t met in a long time!
1B6IRI? How is it? / How is it going?
muwmy 9 i§: st Si9Ssiimwam
BTN s M6 MWL) e gun !
v wiun: gAninisldsitinm 9

* Additional examples: (1) §IH)HE 2 BI85 FIUHMEU = Yeah, quite good/tasty. (2) D181 MFTES 2 91851 =
Nothing! (3) BJ19165 SHHM SIS 9 D1SH = No problem.
2 Additional examples: (1) BUSRJMAN TN HRIgTHH 2 151MaI9 (2) Bapaimniss 2 apaime
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Cultural notes
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| should go now...
bye bye, used with friends; use le‘B'W UM with older people
ok, alright

(be) careful
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Additional dialogue
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to salute by placing both hands together palm to palm in front of the
chest with the fingers pointing upward (a gesture of respect when
meeting someone or when leaving)

to show respect
politeness, courtesy

to replace; instead of
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after work

to open a shop

wow, cool!

where? / in what part of the town?

Kampuchea Krom street
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